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What is claimed is 



1. A method of maintaining sofpware on a computer system, 
comprising the steps of: 

bringing up first and second hokt sessions on a computer system; 



starting in said first host ses 
application having data on firs 
said computer system; 



starting in said second host session, a database application 
having a database of second maintenance 



prerequisite items and corequis 
said second maintenance items; 



activating a maintenance applic4tion on said computer system; 

entering a first list of third i&aintenance items in said 
maintenance application; 



searching said database for saic. 
corequisite items corresponding 
items on said first list, and 
prerequisite items and corequis 



ion, a software recording 
maintenance items applied to 



items including 
te items corresponding to each of 



prerequisite items and 
to each of said third maintenance 
adding said corresponding 

te items to said first list; 
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thereafter determining from sai'd software recording application 
which items on said first list /have already been received, and 
adding those items not received to an order list; and 

ordering, receiving, and applying said items on said order list, 

2. The method of claim 1, whejrein said computer system is a 
mainframe . 



3. The method of claim 1, wherein said computer system further 
comprises an operating system. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein said computer system further 
comprises network software, 



5. The method of claim 1, wqerein said software recording 
application tracks what software has been put on or taken off 
said computer system. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein said database application is a 
service link. 

7. The method of claim 1, ^herein said receiving step further 
comprises storing said iteyis on said order list in a file on said 
computer system. 



8. The method of claim 1, /wherein said applying step further 
comprises updating said software on said computer system with 
said items on said order /List. 
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9. A system for maintaining software on a computer system, 
comprising : 

means for bringing up first and/ second host sessions on a 
computer system; 

a software recording application having data on first maintenance 
items applied to said computer system; 

a database application having a database of second maintenance 
items including prerequisite items and corequisite items 
corresponding to each of /said second maintenance items; 

a maintenance application having a first list of third 
maintenance items ; 

means for searching yfeaid database for said prerequisite items and 
corequisite items corresponding to each of said third maintenance 
items on said firsyc list, and adding said corresponding 
prerequisite items and corequisite items to said first list; 

means for thereafter determining from said software recording 
application whirch items on said first list have already been 
received, and ^adding those items not received to an order list; 
and 



means for o: 
order list 



/dering, receiving, and applying said items on said 
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1 10. The system of claim 9, wherein said computer system is a 

2 mainframe. / 

1 11. The system of claim 9, wherein saxd computer system further 

2 comprises an operating system. / 

1 12. The system of claim 9, wherei/n said computer system further 

2 comprises network software. / 

1 13. The system of claim 9, wMerein said recording application 

2 tracks what software has been put on or taken off said computer 
system. / 

"Hi / 

{Si 14. The system of claim k, wherein said database application is a 

rj2 service link. / 
-0 / 

z J 

y=l 15. The system of claim 9, further comprising means for storing 

£2 said items on said /order list in a file on said computer system. 
. / 

/ 

Ql 16. The system off claim 9, further comprising means for updating 

2 said software on said computer system with said items on said 

3 order list. / 

1 17. A computed system for maintaining software, said system 

2 comprising: / 

3 means for /bringing up first and second host sessions on a 

4 computer /system; 
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5 means for starting in said first host session, a software 

6 recording application having data on fi^rst maintenance items 

7 applied to said computer system; / 

8 means for starting in said second host session, a database 

9 application having a database of s4cond maintenance items 

10 including prerequisite items and /corequisite items corresponding 

11 to each of said second maintenance items; 

12 means for activating a maintenance application on said computer 

13 system; / 

%4 means for entering a first/list of third maintenance items in 

* / 

r¥:5 said maintenance application; 
O / 

LI6 means for searching saio. database for said prerequisite items and 
iy / 

#7 corequisite items corresponding to each of said third maintenance 

§18 items on said first List, and adding said corresponding 

]19 prerequisite items and corequisite items to said first list; 

P / 

(|0 means for thereafter determining from said software recording 

21 application whicH items on said first list have already been 

22 received, and adding those items not received to an order list; 

23 and / 

24 means for ordering, receiving, and applying said items on said 

25 order list . / 
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1 18. A computer program product for instructing a processor to 

2 maintain software, said computer program oroduct comprising: 

3 a computer readable medium; / 

4 first program instruction means for bringing up first and second 

5 host sessions on a computer system; / 

6 second program instruction means for starting in said first host 

7 session, a software recording application having data on first 

8 maintenance items applied to said computer system; 

H9 third program instruction means for starting in said second host 

%J0 session, a database application having a database of second 

fll maintenance items including prerequisite items and corequisite 

|i2 items corresponding to each /of said second maintenance items; 

f 13 fourth program instruction means for activating a maintenance 

=44 application on said compiler system; 

W5 fifth program instruction means for entering a first list of 

16 third maintenance items in said maintenance application; 

17 sixth program instruction means for searching said database for 

18 said prerequisite itJems and corequisite items corresponding to 

19 each of said third maintenance items on said first list, and 

20 adding said corresponding prerequisite items and corequisite 

21 items to said first list; 
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22 seventh program instruction means for thereafter deteprdTrJing from 

23 said software recording application which items^ti said first 

24 list have already been received, and addina^hose items not 

25 received to an order list; and 

26 eighth program instruction means for ordering, receiving, and 

27 applying said item^on said order list; and 

28 wherein^arll said program instruction means are recorded on said 

29 medium. 



y 
N 
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